COUNTRY CAKE WITH STRAWBERRIES AND WHIPPED CREAM
1 
cup all-purpose flour

2 
tablespoons cornstarch

¼ 
teaspoon baking soda

¼ 
teaspoon salt

6 
tablespoons unsalted butter, softened

¾ 
cup plus 3 tablespoons sugar

2 
large eggs

¼ 
cup plus 2 tablespoons sour cream

1½ 
teaspoons finely grated orange zest

½ 
teaspoon finely grated lemon zest

1 
teaspoon pure vanilla extract

1 
cup heavy cream

1 
pint strawberries, hulled and sliced

Preheat the oven to 350°. Butter and flour an 8-inch round cake pan. In a medium bowl, sift the flour with the cornstarch, baking soda and salt.

In a large bowl, using a handheld mixer, beat the butter until creamy. Add the ¾ cup of sugar and beat at medium speed until light and fluffy. Add the eggs, 1 at a time, beating until incorporated. Add the sour cream, the orange and lemon zests and ½ teaspoon of the vanilla and beat until blended. Add the dry ingredients and beat at low speed until smooth.

Scrape the batter into the prepared pan and bake for about 40 minutes, or until golden and a skewer inserted in the center comes out clean. Transfer the pan to a wire rack and let the cake cool for 15 minutes before turning it out onto the rack to cool completely.

Beat the cream with the remaining 3 tablespoons of sugar and ½ teaspoon of vanilla until soft peaks form.

Slice the cake in half horizontally. Spread most of the whipped cream over the cut side of the bottom cake half. Layer most of the sliced strawberries on top. Replace the top half of the cake and garnish with the remaining whipped cream and strawberries. make ahead The cake can be frozen for up to 1 month. Let it cool completely before wrapping in plastic and then foil. The assembled cake can be prepared up to 2 hours ahead.

Make Ahead

The cake can be frozen for up to 1 month. Let it cool completely before wrapping in plastic and then foil. The assembled cake can be prepared up to 2 hours ahead.

Suggested Pairing

A delicate and elegant Brut sparkling wine is wonderful with this citrus-spiked, light and not-too-sweet cake.
Ina Garten likes to double this recipe and prepare 2 cakes at a time: one to serve right away and a second to freeze for later. This makes a great birthday cake. Beautiful Desserts

 

MAKES: 1 8 inch cake
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